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LUDWIG van BEETHOVEN
String quartet in C minor
opus 18 No. 4

The six string quartets comprising opus 18 were first published by Mollo. & Cn in
Vienna, in 1801. ey originated during the years from 1798 to 1801—a period in
Beethoven's Life which is generally considered his happiest. All are dedicated to
Prince Franz Joseph, Max Lobkowitz (1772-1816) one of the most prominent of the
Viennese Aristocracy and a faithful friend and protector of Beethoven. Numerous
other compositions, among them the Eroica Symphony, the Harp quartet, etc., etc., also
have been dedicated to him.

It is not deflinitely known just when the C minor quartet was fnished.

ANALYSIS:
1st MOVEMENT Bar
SHALBIMIBNE ... ...\ v . ieuretireae e ineanne e an as st e e e 1— 77
Principal section and Transitory passage ......................... 1—33
Subsidiary SECHOMm ....vvuuvsrenivnessiansntonsessannssssnnsssanss 34—52
Closing: section: oo iy srrn s sosssissnin 53—77
e O & T O T S S R s 78—135
Recapitulation . ........ciinniuaeannrsssnssserasnneerarsoeaansanennnsssnns 136—201
L0 202—219
20d MOVEMENT, Sonata form
SEALBIMEIL . ...\ttt ittt e et ettt et 1— 82
Prncipal SEeHON . .co. o vovmiiii s i e R S R e 1—42
Sobaldbiry - BRCHIO i S S AR P R 43—67
Closing secHon: (ol m s st 67—82
Development ........................ e e et 83—145
Recapitulation . ..........c.ooiiit ittt e e e 146—225
RN, s s s R S T e T R R R R 225—261
3rd MOVEMENT, Minuet form
IVLIETREE i oo B g W A R S S s 1— 50
IO o R e e D A S e S S A S e 51— 98
4th MOVEMENT, Rondo form
Priocipal secton oo covssiitisini i i e s s e 1— 16
Yot Inserovediite wection: ooy P D S R 17— 40
Ist Recurrence of the Principal section ...........cooviiiiiiiiennrrnenennns 41— 72
2nd Intermediate SeCHiOn ............... ... 73— E6
2nd Recurrence of the Principal section ...............oveiivevernensnennsns 87—116
Recurrence of the Ist Intermediate section and Transitory passage .......... 117—162
3rd Recurrence of the Principal section and Coda .......................... 163—217

Total time required for performance: 22 - 223 minutes
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QUARTET N? 4

L. van Beelhoven, Op. 18, N® 4
(1770 - 1827)

. Allegro ma non tanto 4. 54
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Scherzo
Andante scherzoso quasi Allegretto 4. 56
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