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PROGRAM NOTES

The Willson Suite draws upon the forces of nature for its inspiration. Composed in 1997, the suite was commissioned by the Willson
Professional Brass Company, world-renowned makers of quality euphoniums, tubas, and other professional brass instruments. The work
is dedicated to Roger Behrend, one of the world's most accomplished euphonium soloists and a Willson artist.

“In a Gentle Rain,” the second movement, explores the simple beauty of a spring or summer shower. The composer invites you to close your
eyes and experience the soothing beginning of the rain, the gentle rumble of the thunder, and the quiet conclusion. If you listen closely, you
can hear the final drops of water falling from the roof of the house.

The suite was first performed by Mr. Behrend with piano accompaniment during his tour of Japan in the spring of 1997. The work was
premiered in its entirety in the fall of the same year by Mr. Behrend and the United States Navy Band in Washington, D.C.

NOTESTO THE CONDUCTOR

This edition of “In a Gentle Rain” includes solo parts for each wind instrument in the symphonic band. It is important to note the optional
parts for several instruments. For example, if range is a concern for the bassoon, the soloist may use the optional bassoon solo notated
on the tuba part. In addition, the soloist may alternate between the two parts as abilities allow.

“In a Gentle Rain” begins with a rain effect created by the snapping of fingers. Although a single finger snap does not evoke images of rain,
the mass effect is mesmerizing, The effect should begin on one side of the band and then sweep across the entire ensemble. The
thundersheet effect should be gentle to simulate distant thunder. The rain effect at the end of the movement should gradually dissipate,
giving way to a single pan. The pan effect should gradually slow down, simulating the last drops of rain from the roof of a house.

I hope you, your soloist, and your ensemble find “In a Gentle Rain” to be a very rewarding experience. Best wishes for a
wonderful performance!

Bobers W. Swith l—a



CONDUCTOR Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Begmmng with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweepmg across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
1st CFLUTE By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment,
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

rom The Willson Suite
2nd CFLUTE / By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment,
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

rom The Willson Suite
1st OBOE f S By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

rom The Willson Suite
2nd OBOE f By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,

sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should

continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
1st Bb CLARINET By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
* Rain (gentle finger snaps) 3 | Gently
A ~ ~ (rain continues to bar 15)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite

2nd Bb CLARINET By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
* Rain (gentle finger snaps) 3 | Gently
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first, I

sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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IN A GENTLE RAIN

3rd Bb CLARINET
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sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite ‘
Eb ALTO CLARINET By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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A 4 ~ ~ (rain continues to bar 15)
l\(l '“' “ A) S £ 4 4 4 7. 7 7 4 . A 4 V4 VA w4 4 4
'\C\‘J 2 il VAR 4 4 .4 VAR AV 4 Z 2 L. L L. L. 4 L. L.
i 2 B 4 5 6
7
o
LA V4 4 A 4 4 .4 7 i v4 A AN 4 4 .4 £z A V4 A 7z .4 . V4 4 £z
'\\\} L Z L. 4 V4 V4 £ £ V4 Z V4 £ Z Z. 2 Z. L. 2. Z. Z £ £ iz Z.
Q) 8 9 10 11 i2
15
O 4
¥ A
F M V4 L. VA £ L. V4 . 4
| £4n . 4 . £z 4 £ w4 Z
A\NV
13 14 hid 16 T 17 © 180
mp
24 ; Flowing
4 L | 7
W _® "l 12
o — oy e
[ £an\ L
ANV
© © RS o __—-©
19 20 21 22 2} e T
32 | With motjon
s = e e e ==E : e E:
31 33 3% 35
rit. mf
p— — — iJ T —— > -
ANV Ll . d 7 —
® 36| | 3 ) 38’ 39
rit.
40| Gently
£ 4
LY B ]
p L
TN
ANV
© qao Qe B 4“ o
mp
48 | Rain effect
A
AV ]
A —F [ (3
N
PNV
45 46 a_ 9
T ——
A § N ff\
LY ] ) st s PN
p i N 4 4 £z V4 y 4 2 y 4 4 7 4 2. V4 L2 -
[ £anY Z L A 7 V.4 L. L i rd z rd £ ~.
ANV
50 51 52 53 54

* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

Jrom The Willson Suite

Bb BASS CLARINET By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.

© 2000 BELWIN-MILLS PUBLISHING CORP. (ASCAP)
All Rights Administered by WARNER BROS. PUBLICATIONS U.S. INC.
BDMO00018 All Rights Reserved including Public Performance for Profit



Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

rom The Willson Suite
BASSOON f ( By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first, ——

sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment,
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite

1st Eb ALTO SAXOPHONE By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
2nd Eb ALTO SAXOPHONE By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
* Rain (gentle finger snaps) 3 | Gently
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
Bb TENOR SAXOPHONE By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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A ~ ~ (rain continues to bar 15)
‘#‘_\ < N - (@) VA AR A 4 VALY A S 4 A S A 4
- Z Z £ Z .l 2. 4 .4 . £z i yd
1 2 4 5
7
H
i@ II I, II I, II II I, Il II II II II Il II I, II II II II /I
6 8 9 10
15
5 ) &
'\’((D B S S—" — 4 Y S S— S— 4 Y " d—" S— 4 A S— — ] 5 ;7
@ 12 13 14
24| Flowing 32 | With motion

7

h l , ; . /—\ h/,’-———‘\
T N i P I £ 77 4 o
Gt ——— ] —H P
\;)\} A w ¥ [ T 1 |= T I T
31 ’ 33 34
rit mp nf ~
A /_\ £ el o P e \ , P
¥ L { LN 1 () 1 I3l N
V LZ H | 1 T I 1 | I
[ fan Yl 4 i 1 y 1 1 i P i | <>
A\NV} 1 1 | e I i T I T <
@35 ! 36 37 38 3
rit.
40 | Gently
Gradually begin rain effect _
fa) P
17 J A A -
. Lo L) L) V4 . 4 Vi Z . Z. 7
(5N bt hd 2 V4 2 2 L. V.4 V4 2
ANV
41 42 43 44
48
4
it 4 2. 4 4 7 . 2. .4 V4 yd 7 ’. 2. 4 y4 .4 v.4 2. w4 .
l\{l\) L. Z £ L L. Z .4 £ >4 Z r.d .4 Z Z 2. 2. 2. Z. Z L.
@45 46 47 49
A [ o\
V4 A
p it . £ A v V.4 iz VA V. . i 4 £z [ —
10N _ °F .4 . V.4 2 yd £ Z V4 4 L. Z hd
ANV
50 51 52 53 54
B ————

* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite

Eb BARITONE SAXOPHONE

By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
Ist B TRUMPET By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment,
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
2nd Bb TRUMPET By ROBERT W, SMITH (ASCAP)
* Rain (gentle finger snaps) 3 | Gently
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
3rd Bb TRUMPET By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
Ist HORNIN F By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
* Rain (gentle finger snaps) 3 | Gently
R ~ ~ (rain continues to bar 15)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from TIze{Willson Suite

2nd HORN IN F By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment,
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from TZze Willson Suite
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.

BDMO00018

© 2000 BELWIN-MILLS PUBLISHING CORP. (ASCAP)
All Rights Administered by WARNER BROS. PUBLICATIONS U.S. INC.
All Rights Reserved including Public Performance for Profit




b
I(‘
Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite

2nd TROMBONE By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The cffect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Wzllson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

Jrom The Willson Suite
BARITONE Bass Clef By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Begmmng with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
BARITONE Treble Clef By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
TUBA By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment,
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite

PIANO By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite

MALLET PERCUSSION

(Marimba)

By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)

* Rain (gentle finger snaps) 3 | Gently
rain continues to bar 15
A1 fe [ ( )
1.7 A A
#‘ | 2 L) L4 4 w4 V4 V4 V4 V4 4 )y 4 V4 Vi A 4
4 hd i 7 Z L. Z V.4 L. Z. L. L. .4 L. £
A\ V)
) 1 2 4 5
7
S
__k_b AN AR 4 .4 gy g F VAN AN 4 V4 g £ 2. Z V. AR A AN 4 AR AR AN 4 L £ £ rd
) .4 4 Z. £z .4 V4 4 .4 V.4 .4 4 L. w4 v 2. Z z Z Z. 2. 2 2 4 V.4 V4 Z. Z. 4
Y] 6 8 9 10 1 12
15 Marimba
Nl
__* 112 'Y 7l RN P Y . 3 .
h .4 V4 w4 ) 4 w4 4 V.4 4 y A Ye . & E 1) 2. . y A >
[ Fan WL V4 L. w4 L. .4 L. Z. Y Y o - el
ANV} S < T by N
)] 13 14 16 i 17 18
mp
24 Flowing
A | . Lo 7
W 1l 12 N 3 A .. N F 112 P
7 £ £ £ & — Pty —— e a——
[ Fan W PNy ;Y v Py » o b - 2.5
A h) < < < 1
19 20 21 2 | 2
32! With motion
Al 1 1 0o
| 2. Y m 117 N Ll" 2 o kY 1 [N ] 2 i
L7 -~ | . VO 29 y A 2 y i g . ¥ 4 ] y A L y A b L
| 4 14 - Py Py Py vall Y
L= N\ < 1 < b hY 1
Y] 31 33 | 34 3 36 !
rit.
40 | Gently
Al > Py
v o112 b i N . ~ A . N P N Kl
. | 74 y d V-4 VA . y A E . y i L
| fanVild Py . o - [ ® ] rY - ;Y
ANV hY AY < < T <
[y 3 8 3 41 ! a2
rit. mp
48
A i !’) [N » a la - 3 . N (Z2.* 3\ F vl A
v y 2 p v F ¥ y A 2
Y o - X "y v ~Y P » hd
ANV 4 ) 1 A I A Y [ <
Y] 0 ] 44 { 45 46 47 [
Al - A fo}
(7 A I e
Y . h 2 4 4 A Ve 4 4 V.4 VA 7 i 4 V4 L) hnad
[ £am W h V4 Z Z L. Vi V4 Z Z. 2z Z £z Vi -
N7
) 49 50 51 52 53 54
———

* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
TIMPANI By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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* Beginning with one side of the band, gentle finger snaps should begin, lightly and sparse at first,
sweeping across the band to create the effect of a gentle rain overtaking the stage. The effect should
continue to bar 15, then fade out, giving way to the woodwind accompaniment.
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
PERCUSSION 1 By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
(Wind Chimes, Suspended Cymbal)
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Commissioned by Mark Schafer of Willson Professional Brass and dedicated to Roger Behrend

IN A GENTLE RAIN

from The Willson Suite
PERCUSSION 11 By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
(Thundersheet, Pan)
3 | Gently
~~ Gentle Thunder w/thundersheet Random to 15
Z Z Z
— ) () (W
2 4
7
_Z Z Z Z Z
=) > @ < '
5 6 8 9
__Z Z Z Z Z
3y (S (@) s 0y
s = - - v
e
10 1 12 13 14
15 24 | Flowing 32| With motion
Gentle Thunder w/thundersheet
_ 7 Z Z
jescr————— Irc—————" = < >
31, 3
rit.
_ 2 2 2 2
s ——————] » » rarr—————
34 36 E1] 38,
rit.
40 | Gently
i Z Z 3
Seean— > (e N A, - —
4 44 45
48 % I
+ Water dripping on pan (decresc. to end)
4 ~ ~
i — ————— < >
49 53 54
** Gently “thump” pan as if water is dripping off the roof.
Decrescendo and thin out to the final drop of rain.
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