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Johannes Brahms.
Symphony NO 1. Op.68.

Brahms did not produce this, his first Symphony. until he was forty-nine years old. It was fin-
ished in the fall of 1876, and was quickly performed in such art centers as Stuttgart,CarlsruheMann-
heim, and the Gewandhaus in Leipsic. It created great enthusiasm. and von Biilow expressed his ad-
miration by declaring “At last we have a Tenth Symphony:" While the attempt to establish Brahms as
Beethoven’s immediate successor and peer is hardly justified, yet the Symphony made a profound im-
pression in the musical world, and retains its place as an art-work of first rank. The Finale is the
most powerful and dramatic section of the work, and its opening theme bears a somewhat striking
resemblance to the choral melody of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony.

All the movements of this symphony are perfect examples of Brahms' characteristic and original
style of orchestral writing, and contain many complicated and unusual passages for the violins.

From the First Movement.
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From the Second Movement.
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From the Last Movement.
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Allegro non troppo, ma con brio.
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Symphony NO 2, Op.73.
This Second Symphony of Brahms was finished in 4877. While only one year had passed since the
appearance of his first symphony, this second one differed materially from it in general character.The
first is full of passion and unrest, suggesting strong emotions and struggles with destiny almostas clear
ly as we know them to be expressed in Beethoven's C minor Symphony. This Second Symphony is, how-
_ever, characterized by cheerfulness, repose and almost pastoral simplicity, and betokens peaceful ex-

istence. From the First Movement. il_\ —
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