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Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1767)
Twelve Fantasias (TWV 40:2-13), for solo flute

Not only was Telemann one of the most prolific composers of all time (with several
thousand known works to his credit, for almost every conceivable group of musical
forces—to say nothing of the hundreds more presumably lost or destroyed), he was
also one of the most adventurous. He wrote the first concerto for modern viola, one of
the earliest known trumpet concertos, sonatas for pan-pipes, and for descant and bass
gambas, and he was the first major composer to write for unaccompanied transverse
flute, with his Twelve Fantasias, published in 1733. Given his penchant for pioneering
new musical forms and championing unusual instruments, we can be sure that had the
euphonium been in existence during his day, Telemann would almost certainly have
written for it.

The Twelve Fantasias span the entire octave of keys, from A major to G minor, and al-
though these transcriptions have been transposed down a major 10th to accommodate
the euphonium’s range, they maintain Telemann’s original key relationships.

A note on the interpretation: the Twelve Fantasias are firmly rooted in the Baroque tra-
dition, and as such, ornamentation and freedom of phrasing and expression are stylis-
tically appropriate.

Kevin Thompson
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