Some notes on

IN MEMORIAM DYLAN THOMAS
by Igor Strawinsky

Since | began to get more and more acquainted with his work and later on,
after | met him in person—in May 1953—I cherished the project to compose an
opera on a libretto to be done by Dylan Thomas.

He was as enthusiastic aboutitas | was and he wanted to arrange for his coming to
visit me in California and put up the structure of this opera. Infact, he was on his
way to me in Hollywood when he passed away suddenly after arriving in New

York from England.
This was a terrible blow to me as well as to all those who knew Dylan Thomas's

genius.
During the following months | thought of composing something to Dylan

Thomas's memory. No poem of his could fit my purpose better than the one he had

composed to the memory of his father.
| used these beautiful verses without changing them, of course.
Here my music is entirely canonic. It requires tenor voice and string quartet.
Having thus composed the Song | decided to add a purely instrumental prelude
and postlude (called Dirge-Canons) which are antiphonal canons between a

quartet of trombones and the string quartet.
The complete name of the whole composition is:

IN MEMORIAM DYLAN THOMAS
Dirge-Canons and Song

It was completed in the spring of 1954.
The world premiere was given by the Monday Evening Concerts at Los Angeles

on September 20, 1954, Robert Craft conducting. Aldous Huxley pronounced a
dedicatory address.

Duration: 6 minutes
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SONG

Do not go gentle.

poem by o
Dylan Thomas
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DIRGE - CANONS

(Postlude)
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